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but the time rapidly approached when the Convention wisely
resolved to hand over its executive functions to committees.
The first great united Committee was the Committee of
General Defence, elected on January 3, 1793, by the six
principal committees, of which the Military was one. Its
very creation had indeed been the work of Dubois-Crance,
who had proposed its formation on January 1, and he was
naturally elected to it by the Military Committee, together with
Lacombe Saint-Michel and Doulcet de Pontecoulant. The
vigour of Dubois-Cranc^ during the month of January was
extraordinary, and he was charged to draw up a report on the
i eorganization of the army for the Military Committee, and
a report on a plan of campaign for the ensuing year on behalf
of the Committee of General Defence on the same day. On
January 25, four days after the execution of Louis XVI.,
Dubois-Cranc^ read the latter report, in which he demanded
the creation of nine armies, to consist in all of 502,800 men,l
and to act chiefly on the Belgian frontier, and in which
appeared the following remarkable passage: " Recollect that
our troops of the line are neither in full number, nor armed,
nor equipped, that the same facts are true as regards our
volunteers; that the majority of our general officers have
emigrated, and that the rest, while betraying us, are receiving
their pay and robbing the nation; that our fortresses are
utterly void of everything, and that our arsenals are without
workmen."2 Recognizing these gloomy facts, Dubois-Crance
hurried on his report on the reorganization of the army, and
on February 7 he opened the debate on the subject, in which
he demanded the entire fusion or amalgamation of all the
troops on the frontiers, by destroying all distinctions between
regulars and volunteers, and its natural corollary, national
conscription for the future. His plan of conscription had
been rejected by the Constituent Assembly; it was now hotly
opposed. The debate lasted over several days; Bar&re, Buzot,
and Aubry were the chief opponents, Lacombe Saint-Michel

1  See Appendix XI., The Armies of the Republic.

2  lung's IMbtns-Crowc^, vol. i. p. 333.